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Request for Proposals 
to Provide Training and Technical Assistance on 
Accessible Voting to Blind Voters for the Protection and Advocacy System
Reference: TASC RFP - VOTING (FY 2026-27)

Introduction
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) seeks proposals from eligible blind organizations to assist and support attorneys and advocates who work for state Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems under the Help America Vote Act. NDRN provides training and technical assistance to the P&A System through its’ Training and Advocacy Support Center (TASC). TASC is funded through a contract with the federal agencies which oversee several of the P&A programs: the Administration on Community Living (ACL) and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  NDRN/TASC seeks to enter into Agreements with eligible Blind organizations for up to (15) fifteen months to educate and support the P&A System and the blind and low-vision persons the P&As service on voting technologies and the accessibility of voting systems.

The P&A System
Congress established the P&A System in 1974 through the Development Disabilities and Bill of Rights Act (DD Act) and has expanded the System since that time to enable P&As to advocate for the legal rights of individuals with mental health disabilities, physical and sensory disability, and traumatic brain injuries. P&A System agencies receive federal grants under eight statutes that are designed to promote the legal rights of persons with disabilities. There are P&A agencies in each of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Territories, and for a Native American Consortium in the Four Corners region of the Southwest. Congress included the Protection and Advocacy for Voter Access (PAVA) program into the P&A System under the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002 to “ensure the full participation in the electoral process for individuals with disabilities, including registering to vote, casting a vote and accessing polling places.” More information about the P&A System is available at www.ndrn.org.

 Request for Proposal to Provide Expertise on Voting
Areas of Need
NDRN seeks proposals from eligible organizations (see below) to support the provision of training and technical assistance to the PAVA programs related to the use of voting systems and technologies, and to demonstrate and evaluate the use of such systems and technologies by blind and low-vision individuals.  Proposals should include, at minimum, the following:
1. Creation of synchronous and asynchronous training(s) for PAVA programs and the persons they serve through webcasts, NDRN’s Learning Management System, and/or other remote modalities on the technology, assistance, and other supports for blind and low vision voters.
2. Proactive measures easily available to PAVA programs to provide routine and up to date information about voting technology and systems, including their effectiveness for blind and low vision voters.
3. The solicitation of and response to technical assistance questions and the need for information from PAVA programs on voting systems and the effectiveness of such systems.
4. Other supports to enable PAVA programs to best understand and respond to the accessibility needs of individuals who are blind or low-vision in the use of and access to voting systems across the states and territories.

Schedule of Activities

In addition to details on how the proposal addresses the Areas of Need, proposals must indicate which activities, trainings, and other products will be developed and delivered during the following two time periods:

  	July 1, 2026 to Sept. 25, 2026 
Oct. 1, 2026 to Sept. 25, 2027

The schedule must indicate on-going activities, along with proposed dates for training and the creation of other resources and products.

Budget and Funding

Funds available for this project are $13,000 for the period July 1 to Sept. 30, 2026, and $25,000 for the period Oct. 1, 2026 to Sept. 30, 2027, for a total maximum amount of $38,000.

Proposals must include a budget which separately identifies the costs associated with the identified activities and deliverables for the period July 1 and Sept. 30, 2026 ($13,000) and Oct. 1, 2026 to Sept. 30, 2027 ($25,000).  

NDRN may negotiate with selected highly qualified applicants on specific aspects of their proposals before entering into an agreement should more than one highly qualified organization submit a proposal.

Note the ability of NDRN/TASC to continue any agreement past September, 30, 2026 is dependent on the Department of Health and Human Services’ continued funding of the underlying contact. 

Eligible Organizations and Funding
NDRN/TASC will only accept proposals from a public or private nonprofit organization with demonstrated experience in voting issues for individuals with disabilities and which is governed by a board with respect to which the majority of its members are individuals with disabilities or family members of such individuals or individuals who are blind.

Requirements For Proposals
To be considered, proposals must include the following:
· A description of the organization’s structure and board to indicate the organization meets the criteria for an eligible organization.

· A description of the organization’s expertise and qualifications related to voting systems, technology and accessibility for blind and low-vision voters. 

· A detailed explanation, broken out separately, addressing each of the four areas identified above under Areas of Need.

· A proposed budget within the parameters set out above under Budget and Funding.

· Details of the organization’s capacity to complete the proposed activities and deliverables of both sufficient quality and quantity within the proposed schedule.

· An attestation that the organization:

· Is a non-profit organization established under the relevant jurisdiction and is a tax exemption organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. ; and

· Has not been debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment or suspension, or voluntarily excluded from entering into a contract or subcontract involving the U.S. Government.
NDRN reserves the right to request documentation to verify the attestation.

Criteria
Proposals will be scored as follows:
· The expertise of the organization (10 points) and the staff identified in the proposal (10 points) on voting systems, technologies, and accessibility for blind and low-vision voters.

· The nature and scope of the activities and deliverables identified in the proposal and how the activities and deliverables relate to the Areas of Need stated above. (35 points). 

· The alignment of the budget with the activities and deliverables identified in the proposal and the cost effectiveness of the budget (30 points). Materials or resources, if any, to be contributed by the organization to the activities in the proposal not to be covered by the proposed budget should be identified.

· The capacity of the organization and its staff to complete the activities and deliverables in the proposal on-time and within the two period timeframes outlined in this RFP (15 points).

Submission of Proposals
Proposals must be received by no later than 5:00pm ET on Friday, June 12, 2026. 
Proposals must be submitted by e-mail to Michelle Biship at michelle.bishop@ndrn.org. Please include TASC RFP - Voting (FY 2026-27) in the subject line.
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