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October 3, 2016 
 
Honorable Trent Franks 
Chairman 
Subcommittee Constitution and Civil Justice 
House Judiciary Committee 
2435 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Honorable Steve Cohen 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee Constitution and Civil Justice 
House Judiciary Committee 
2404 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515

 
Dear Chairman Franks and Ranking Member Cohen: 
 
On behalf of the 1 in 5 children with learning and attention issues and their families, which is approximately 15 
million children ages 3-20 in our country, the National Center for Learning Disabilities (NCLD) strongly opposes 
the ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 3765). 
 
Twenty-six years ago, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was enacted to ensure that people with 
disabilities had access to places of public accommodation, just as all other citizens. During the last two decades, 
the ADA has offered individuals with disabilities legal recourse when business owners did not comply with the 
requirements of the ADA. While people with disabilities could not pursue damages, they could seek injunctive 
relief – an actual fix to the problem they faced. 
 
This year, a number of bills, including H.R. 3765, have been introduced in Congress with the intent to erode the 
ADA and limit available remedies for individuals with disabilities who are denied access to public 
accommodations. In particular, H.R. 3765  would fundamentally alter the ADA by placing onerous requirements 
on individuals with disabilities before they can file a civil action for an accessibility violation. Even more 
egregious, it would impose criminal sanctions against the person with the disability if the requirements are not 
properly met. 
 
Any restrictions on the ability of people with disabilities to exercise their rights is unacceptable. Congress should 
uphold the laws intended to protect our nation’s vulnerable communities. The ADA Education and Reform Act of 
2015 seeks to limit the power of the ADA and reduce compliance with the law. Therefore, we urge you to 
oppose H.R. 3765. If you have any questions about our position please feel free to contact me directly at 
ljones@ncld.org or (202) 628-2662. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Lindsay E. Jones, Esq. 
Vice President, Chief Policy & Advocacy Officer 
National Center for Learning Disabilities 


