
  
 
 
 
 
 

July 15, 2016  
 
The Honorable Robert W. Goodlatte  
Chairman  
U.S. House Judiciary Committee  
2138 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable John Conyers  
Ranking Member 
U.S. House Judiciary Committee  
2138 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
Dear Chairman Goodlatte and Ranking Member Conyers, 
 
As a proponent for the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) and an advocate and service provider for 
individuals with disabilities, Easterseals wishes to express our concern with the ADA Education and 
Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 3765), which was recently approved by your Committee. Easterseals does not 
support proposals, like H.R. 3765, that would weaken ADA enforcement and protections.  
 
Easterseals is changing the way the world defines and views disabilities by making profound, positive 
differences in people’s lives every day. Through a network of 74-community-based affiliates, 
Easterseals is a national nonprofit that provides quality services and supports to individuals with 
disabilities and their families to help them reach their potential and succeed in their communities.  
 
Easterseals fondly remembers the day when President George H.W. Bush signed the bipartisan ADA 
into law. Easterseals was an early supporter and worked tirelessly to help the landmark legislation get 
final Congressional approval before its enactment into law. This month, our country will mark the 26th 
anniversary of the ADA, which prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all areas 
of public life, including jobs, schools, transportation, and all public and private places that are open to 
the general public. While significant progress has occurred since 1990, there are still businesses and 
organizations that have yet to comply with this important civil rights law for persons with disabilities.  
 
As evident by its strong bipartisan support, the ADA already represents a compromise between people 
with disabilities and the business community in promoting accessibility. Unfortunately, H.R. 3765 would 
weaken basic civil rights and reduce compliance with provisions of the law that are more than two-and-
a-half decades old. Easterseals does not support legislation, like H.R. 3765, that would create 
additional barriers to individuals with disabilities in their ability to fully participate in their communities.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us if you have any further questions.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Katy Beh Neas 
Executive Vice President for Public Affairs 
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