
 
 

 
Promoting Access, Quality, Research and Leadership in Parent to Parent Support 

 

September 27, 2016 

The Honorable Paul Ryan 
Speaker of the House 
1233 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
233 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Re: Parent to Parent USA Letter of Opposition to the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) Education and Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 
3765)  

Dear Chair Franks and Ranking Member Cohen:  

Parent to Parent USA is writing in opposition to the ADA Education 
and Reform Act of 2015 (H.R. 3765). P2P USA is an organization 
that promotes access, quality and leadership through a national 
alliance of P2P programs that connect families of children with 
disabilities or other health care needs.  Our vision is to have all 
children grow up in a family with support to lead full and happy lives 
in their communities. 

Almost 26 years ago, was carefully crafted the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) to take the needs of covered entities such as 
businesses into account. It was the disability community that gave 
up the ability to receive damages from failure to comply with the 
federal ADA by only allowing injunctive relief and attorney’s fees for 
violations of the law. Unfortunately, almost 26 years after enactment, 
there are still organizations, businesses, and companies who have 
yet to comply with this important civil rights law for persons with 
disabilities.  

A number of bills, like H.R. 3765, have been introduced in Congress 
that would create barriers to the civil rights for persons with 
disabilities that do not exist in other civil rights laws. These bills seek 
to limit the power of the ADA and reduce compliance with the law. 
The ADA Education and Reform Act of 2015 is one of these bills, but 
goes even further by criminalizing attempts to enforce a person’s 
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civil rights. There is no other civil rights legislation where it could be 
a crime to file a complaint to enforce your civil rights.  

As was mentioned earlier, the ADA has been law for almost 26 
years, if a business has decided to not comply with the requirements 
of this legislation by this point, why should a person have to wait 
more time for enforcement of their civil rights? Should an individual 
who is not allowed to enter a restaurant because of their race, 
gender or religion, have to wait before seeking to enforce their civil 
rights? The disability community already compromised with the 
passage of the ADA by not allowing individuals to seek damages 
from violations of their civil rights, but now legislation like H.R. 3765 
seeks to further erode the civil rights of people with disabilities by 
criminalizing actions taken to enforce their civil rights or delay 
achieving those rights.  

We look forward to an opportunity to speak with you and your staff 
about our concerns. As H.R. 3765 would erode the civil rights of 
people with disabilities, we must oppose this legislation. I can be 
reached at (717) 503-8992 and kathyb@p2pusa.org.   

Thank you for your time.  

Sincerely, 

  

  
 Kathy Brill 
Executive Director 
 

 

Cc: All of the House of Representatives  
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