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 Hello.  I’m Nachama Wilker, 
Deputy Executive Director for 
Training and Technical Assistance 
for the National Disability Rights 
Network (NDRN). 
 
I provide oversight for the Training 
& Advocacy Support Center 
(TASC), a division of NDRN. 

 
Thank you serving as a presenter 
during one of our training events.  
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Many persons who attend our training events have a 
disability. Many of our presenters do, too. 
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Disability Best Practices 

 
Because many disabilities are not visible, it is a best 
practice: 

 

 to assume persons with disabilities are involved 
as presenters and participants in any training 
event, and  

 to design each event to maximize its accessibility 
for persons with physical, visual, hearing, and 
other types of disabilities. 
 

    Doing so provides the most inclusive experience for 
all individuals with disabilities. 
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National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) 

 
NDRN is the national association for the Protection & 

Advocacy (P&A) Systems and Client Assistance 
Programs (CAP) that exist in every state, U.S. territory, 
and the District of Columbia.  There also is a Native 
American P&A. 

 
Our local affiliates collectively are known as the 
“P&A/CAP Network.” 

 
You can find contact information for each of them 

on our website: www.NDRN.org.  
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http://www.ndrn.org/
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TASC 

 
The Training and Advocacy Support Center (TASC) is a 
division of NDRN.   
 
A federal interagency project, TASC provides: 
 coordination for the P&A systems and CAP programs, 

and 
 a forum for training and technical assistance 

information.  
 
Funding for TASC comes from: 

 the Administration on Developmental Disabilities 
(ADD),  

 the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS),  

 the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA),  

 the Social Security Administration (SSA), and  

 the Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA).  
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Our Commitment to Accessible Training Events 

 
As the national association for this nationwide disability-
rights system, NDRN/TASC is committed to offering 
training events that are fully accessible for every 
individual with disabilities. 

 
This series of Presenter Guides provides essential 
information to assist presenters who might not be 
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familiar with the accessibility accommodations that we 
routinely provide.  
 

Your cooperation in making these accommodations 
is most appreciated. 
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First here’s some brief information about the P&A/CAP 
Network.  

 

P&A/CAP System 
 

The P&A/CAP System was established by the United 
States Congress in the mid-seventies. Since then it 
has  been protecting the rights of children and adults 
with disabilities, and their families. 
 
It serves a wide range of individuals with disabilities -- 
including (but not limited to) those with cognitive, 
mental, sensory, and physical disabilities. 
 
The P&A/CAP Network serves individuals with 
disabilities by:  
 guarding against abuse;  
 advocating for basic rights; and  
 ensuring accountability of service delivery 

systems, such as: health care, education, 
employment, housing, transportation, and in the 
juvenile and criminal justice systems. 
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NDRN’s Mission 

 
Through training and technical assistance, legal 
support, and legislative advocacy: 
 

NDRN works to create a society in which people with 
disabilities are afforded equality of opportunity, and 
are able to fully participate by exercising choice and 
self-determination. 
 
We envision a society in which communities are fully 
accessible to all persons with disabilities – one in 

which they are fully included and fully participate in all 
aspects of community life. 

8 

 
More information about NDRN’s history and its guiding 
principles is available in the handouts for this Presenter 
Guide, and on our website.    

 
Six topics are covered in this series of Presenter Guides 

which are available in written and audio formats. 
 

PRESENTER GUIDES 

 
Guide #1:   General information: TASC conferences  
                    and training events 
 
Guide #2:   Designing accessible training events  
                    and materials  
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Guide #3: Designing culturally, disability, and  
                 linguistically   competent training events 
 
Guide #4:  Disability etiquette / Using people-first  
                   language 
 
Guide #5:   Tips for effective PowerPoints 
 
Guide #6:   Tips for effective presentations 
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We ask presenters to listen to or read all of them.  
 

They are divided into six separate, pre-recorded 
webcasts so you can come back and review them at 
any time.  

 
I will now go over general information about handouts and 
resource materials. 
 

 
Handouts 

 
These are documents that are useful for participants to 
have in front of them in order to follow a presentation 
(e.g., a presentation outline; PowerPoint slides; 
statutory language, or essential definitions ). TASC 
provides hard copies of handouts to distribute to 
participants. 
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Resource Materials 

 
This is Information that participants do not need in order 
to follow a presentation, but might want to read at a later 
time (e.g., pleadings, research articles, or studies). 
These materials are only provided electronically on the 
Conference CD. 
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We have page limits for handouts. 
 

 
Page Limits for Handouts 

 
For each 90-minute workshop, the maximum number of 
pages for handouts is 50 pages. This results in 25 sheets 
of paper when printed back-to-back. 
 

The page limit for a full-day Institute is 200 pages.  
 
This reduces the costs of providing handouts, and gives 
participants less material to pack when traveling back 
home. 
 
There is no page limit for Resource Materials because 
they are only provided on the Conference CD. 
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Conference CD 

 
Persons attending a TASC Conference receive at 
Registration a copy of the Conference CD.  
 
       The conference handouts and resource materials 

are on the CD. 
 
Some participants who are blind can use the CD with a 
laptop or other communication device that reads 
documents to them.  
 

The CD provides these participants access to 
handouts equal to that of persons with no visual 
disabilities. 
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Accessible versions of handouts /  

Deadline for submission 
 

We make accessible versions of all handouts and 
resource materials. 
 
In addition to creating the Conference CD, we make 
large print and, on request, Braille copies of handouts.   
 
Creating these accessible versions takes time.  
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This is why presenters are asked to submit 
handouts  and  resource materials by a specified 
deadline –  
 
          about 6 weeks before the Conference. 
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More information about what are accessible documents is 
provided in Presenter Guide # 2.   
 

Presenter Guide # 5 covers accessible PowerPoints.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact the person on 
our staff who invited you to be a presenter, or contact me 
directly.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Nachama Wilker 

Deputy Executive Director for 
Training and Technical Assistance 
National Disability Rights Network 
 
Email: Nachama.Wilker@ndrn.org 
 
 

14 

 
 

Thank you.  

mailto:Nachama.Wilker@ndrn.org
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Handouts available on-line: 

http://www.ndrn.org/Meetings/pr.htm 
 
  Presenter Guide #1 (PowerPoint) 

 
  Presenter Guide #1 (text version) 

 
  P&A/CAP Network at a Glance & Guiding Principles 

 
  P&A/CAP History 
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http://www.ndrn.org/Meetings/pr.htm

