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National Disability Rights Network Applauds House Passage of 

H.R. 1098 the Traumatic Brain Injury Reauthorization Act of 2013 

 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C., (June 24, 2014)-- The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) and 

the nationwide network of Protection and Advocacy (P&A) agencies, which provides advocacy 

and resources to thousands of people with traumatic brain injury (TBI) every year, applauds 

House passage of H.R. 1098, the Traumatic Brain Injury Reauthorization Act of 2013.  “We 

especially want to thank the lead sponsors Representatives Thomas Rooney (R-FL) and Bill 

Pascrell (D-NJ) for their steadfast support of the TBI Act,” said Curt Decker, Executive Director 

of NDRN. 

“The need for the services provided through the TBI Act is serious, and widespread around the 

country,” said Mr. Decker.  The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) estimates that at least 3.17 

million children and adults (including veterans) live with a permanent disability as a result of a 

TBI.  Every year, the CDC estimates that 1.7 million people sustain a TBI, be it through injuries 

on the battlefield, sporting accidents, car accidents, falls or other injuries.   

 

“As we know in recent years, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of individuals 

with a traumatic brain injury – particularly because it was the signature injury of the wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan.” 

 

“The needs of people who have had a TBI are complex and cut across a variety of systems of 

care,” said Mr. Decker.  These may include employment assistance, vocational rehabilitation, 

medical and social services.  The TBI Act provides supports that help coordinate these services, 

promotes research to address the causes of TBI and help ensure that treatment is more effective. 

Another important aspect of the TBI Act reauthorization is the Protection and Advocacy for 

Traumatic Brain Injury (PATBI) program which provides needed advocacy for people with TBIs 

to address their complex needs and navigate the disparate systems of care available to them.  

PATBI also investigates and addresses instances of abuse and neglect that unfortunately occur 

far too often.  Some examples of PATBI advocacy include: 

1) A veteran who had sustained a TBI on his last day of service requested Disability Rights 

New Mexico's assistance in getting his wheelchair repaired.  The Veterans 

Administration (VA) had received his request for the repairs but had not acted on it, 

thereby limiting his mobility and safety.  Additionally, the VA had neglected to refill a 

pump supplying necessary medication, claiming that no neurologists were available to 
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# # # 

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the nonprofit membership organization for the 

federally mandated Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems and the Client Assistance Programs (CAP) 

for individuals with disabilities. Collectively, the Network is the largest provider of legally based 

advocacy services to people with disabilities in the United States.  

authorize the prescription.  The New Mexico P&A's advocate was able to get these issues 

quickly resolved through discussion with VA staff. 

2) The Community Legal Aid Society of Delaware represented a client with a TBI who had 

been exploited by a realtor.  The realtor convinced the client to sign the deed to his home 

over to the realtor for no compensation.  The realtor then sold the gentleman’s property to 

another realtor.  The P&A represented the client in County Court and the case settled 

with ownership returned to our client. 

 

3) The Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania represented a client who has a TBI and 

spinal cord injuries as a result of domestic violence.  She was being denied appropriate 

services by her service coordinator.  The P&A helped her change to a new service 

coordinator. Now she is getting the services she needs and is being treated with dignity 

and respect. 

 

4) The Alabama Disabilities Advocacy Program monitored the closing of a nursing facility 

with 30 individuals with TBI.  As part of the Alice Kidd Reconfiguration Taskforce the 

P&A worked to arrange the discharge of these residents into the community-based 

settings with necessary supports, and directly monitored each transition. 

 

5) The Disability Rights Center of Kansas was contacted by a man who had recently 

experienced a TBI and was facing homelessness. The P&A helped put together a variety 

of services and supports to help him with daily living skills, obtain services at a 

community mental health center, apply for a traumatic brain waiver and obtain affordable 

housing.  He avoided homelessness and is living independently in the community. 

“We believe that enactment of this legislation will make the TBI Act programs more effective 

and I am glad that this legislation passed the House today,” said Mr. Decker. 

For more information please contact: Aquita Brown at the National Disability Rights 

Network 202-567-3522 or press@ndrn.org 


