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Federal Disability Council Calls on Congress to Fund a Health Care Rights Program Run 

by the Nationwide Protection and Advocacy Systems 

WASHINGTON, D.C., (October 22, 2014)-- On October 7, 2014, the National Council on 

Disability (NCD), an independent federal agency charged with advising the President, Congress, 

and other federal agencies on disability policies, called on Congress and the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, to fund a Protection 

and Advocacy (P&A) Health Advocacy Program to protect the rights of Medicaid beneficiaries. 

This is extremely important because people with disabilities, are more likely to experience 

adverse unintended consequences of Medicaid managed care utilization controls and processes.  

P&A agencies are congressionally mandated and exist in every state and territory. Under federal 

and state laws they have authority to provide legal representation and other advocacy services to 

people with disabilities.  With the recommended funding from Congress, P&As can immediately 

begin running Health Advocacy Programs, since they already have the necessary program 

structure, commitment to disability rights and specialized legal skills.    

Creation of a P&A Health Advocacy Program, and the other NCD recommendations adopted this 

month, were informed by a series of community forums the agency hosted across the country 

during 2014.   At each Forum, NCD heard individual accounts of inaccessible facilities and 

health programs; illegal appeal processes; managed care utilization controls that limited access to 

the types of specialized health care  more commonly needed by people with disabilities; and 

administrative practices that incentivize services provided in institutions rather than in the 

community.   

“The need for a P&A health advocacy program is urgent given that states use of Medicaid 

managed care for people with disabilities has increased dramatically in the past decade,” said 

Elizabeth Priaulx NDRNs Senior Disability Legal Specialist.  “Medicaid serves children with 

special medical needs, people with disabilities, and senior citizens, and the program demands a 

high level of accountability from federal and state governments. Building on the proven P&A 

Systems is an effective and efficient way to offer some of this accountability. The opportunity to 

incorporate these recommendations into policy is now, since CMS is currently revising its 

managed care rules, expected for release in December 2014.”    

For more information please contact Elizabeth Priaulx at Elizabeth.Priaulx@NDRN.org.  
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