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Civil Rights Leaders Meet to Discuss Suspension, Expulsion and Juvenile Justice Referrals  

 

(WASHINGTON, D.C., Dec. 2, 2014)-- The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) hosted a Civil Rights 

Roundtable, to brainstorm solutions to the disproportionality in discipline and juvenile justice referrals.  

The discussion covered the impact that inclusion in more than one protected group has on a young 

person’s likelihood of being removed from school and/or sent into the juvenile justice system.   

 

When protected group memberships overlap, they create greater negative impacts for children.  For 

example, according to the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights, more than one out of 

four boys of color with disabilities and nearly one in five girls of color with disabilities receive an out-of-

school suspension.  African American students are suspended and expelled at a rate three times greater 

than Caucasian students, and the rate for African American students with disabilities is even higher.    

 

The goals for the roundtable were to: identify core issues that contribute to the disproportionality in 

school discipline and juvenile justice referrals; determine administrative, regulatory and other actions 

needed to address issues; and to make specific recommendations about these actions.  The 

recommendations will be documented in a report that will be released early in 2015.  The roundtable 

participants will provide the document to government agencies, other interested nonprofits and it will 

be used to guide the work of advocates working to improve the lives of young people. 

 

Among the group of dedicated and diverse advocates and federal agency representatives who joined 

NDRN in the discussion were representatives from the American Bar Association, American Civil 

Liberties Union,  Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, Children's Defense Fund, 

Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund, Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network, Juvenile Law 

Center, Lawyer's Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Mexican American Legal Defense and Education 

Fund, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

Open Society Institute, the U.S. Department of Justice, and U.S. Department of Education.   

 

For more information about the National Disability Rights Network’s juvenile justice program go to: 

http://www.ndrn.org/en/issues/juvenile-justice.html  or contact Aquita Brown at the National Disability 

Rights Network 202-567-3522 or press@ndrn.org. 
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