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National Disability Rights Network recognizes 5-year anniversary of Matthew Shepard Act 

WASHINGTON, D.C., (Nov 7, 2014)-- Today we join the White House, and human and civil 

rights advocates around the country to celebrate the fifth anniversary of  the Matthew Shepard 

and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act becoming law.  

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the national membership organization for the 

Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System, the nationwide network of congressionally-mandated 

agencies providing legally-based advocacy services to individuals with disabilities.  

Until the passage of Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Prevention Act, 

minimal protections existed for persons with disabilities who were victims of hate crimes. Every 

year the P&A System reviews numerous incidents involving the abuse, neglect and exploitation 

of persons with disabilities, and because of this knowledge NDRN worked to get a disability 

category included in the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Prevention Act. 

NDRN worked to convince supporters of the act of the necessity to include disability as one of 

the covered classes along with making the same case to House and Senate members.  Following 

the inclusion of disability in the legislation, NDRN had defended this inclusion from opponents 

as well as editorial boards that wanted it removed.  Through it all, NDRN as the leader on this 

issue, made the case for its inclusion through meetings, op-eds, and letters of support.  

Ultimately, this hard work paid off in the inclusion of disability in the final version of the 

legislation that became law. 

According to the data collected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation pursuant to the Hate 

Crimes Statistics Act, the number of reported hate crimes against individuals with disabilities has 

steadily increased since 2000 with 1.5 percent of single bias incidents being specifically related 

to the person’s disability in 2009.  As the first indictment demonstrates, although charged as a 

racially motivated hate crime, the man’s significant intellectual disability was used to further 

harm the victim and give the appearance that a crime had not been committed because the 

individual had supposedly consented. 

This first indictment involved a 22 year old Navajo man with an intellectual disability.  The 

indictment alleges that the defendants branded the victim by heating a wire hanger on a stove and 

burning the victim’s flesh, causing a permanent swastika-shaped scar on his arm. The indictment 

also alleged that the defendants used the victim’s developmental disability to induce him to make 

a cell phone video in which he purportedly consents to the branding. Two of the defendants were 

sentenced on January 25, 2012 for one count of violating the Act. 

NDRN and the P&A System remain leaders in the advocacy and implementation of the Hate 

Crimes Prevention Act.  “We are actively involved in the larger advocacy community working 

with the Administration through the Department of Justice to strengthen the data collection, 

     

 

mailto:info@ndrn.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-National-Disability-Rights-Network/109074605801200
https://twitter.com/NDRNadvocates
https://www.youtube.com/user/NDRNadvocates


# # # 

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the nonprofit membership organization for the 

federally mandated Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems and the Client Assistance Programs (CAP) 

for individuals with disabilities. Collectively, the Network is the largest provider of legally based 

advocacy services to people with disabilities in the United States.  

analysis and distribution of needed information on disability to the necessary authorities,” said 

Curt Decker executive director at NDRN.  “Our plan to further strengthen the implementation of 

this law is to continue to provide expert testimony to Congress and serve the community through 

our mission of protection and advocacy for people with disabilities.”  

For more information please contact: Aquita Brown at the National Disability Rights 

Network 202-567-3522 or press@ndrn.org 


