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April 21, 2014 

The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker, United States House of Representatives 
1011 Longworth HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 

Re: H.R. 3717 and the PAIMI program 

Dear Speaker Boehner: 

As you know, the National Alliance on Mental Illness of Ohio (NAMI Ohio) supports many of the provisions in H.R. 
3717; the Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act of 2013; however, we have concerns with the specific 
provisions that would reduce funding for the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness (PAIMI) 
program, and restrict Protection and Advocacy (P&A) agencies from conducting systemic advocacy efforts or 
investigating and seeking legal remedies outside of individual cases of abuse or neglect. 

NAMI Ohio is dedicated to ensuring the quality of life, dignity, and respect of persons with serious mental illness 
and providing support to their families and close friends. In this role, NAMI Ohio has a long history of partnership 
with Ohio's designated P&A agency- Disability Rights Ohio. Disability Rights Ohio, through the PAIMI program, 
provides essential and unique services that NAMI Ohio and other advocacy organizations in Ohio cannot provide, 
including conducting systemic monitoring and investigations of incidents of abuse and neglect, as well as providing 
legal representation and advocacy services on behalf of individuals with mental illness. DRO brings a rich history of 
policy advocacy, and needed specialized knowledge to mental health discussions in our state. 

Along with other mental health care advocates in Ohio, we believe that reducing funding to or otherwise restrict 
the PAIMI program would have a negative impact on many Ohioans with mental illness and their families. 
Without the PAIMI program and Disability Rights Ohio's efforts, more individuals with mental illness could be 
forced to go without essential services and supports, fail to obtain and maintain employment, and suffer abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation. Should H.R. 3717 receive further consideration, we urge that the provisions of H.R. 3717 
that would diminish the PAIMI program's ability to provide these important services be removed. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter, and we look forward to working with you to achieving a 
comprehensive and coordinated federal response to children, youth and adults living with serious mental illness. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Russell 
Executive Director 

cc: Ohio Congressional Delegation 

Tel: 614/224-2700 • Fax: 614/224-5400 • Helpline: 800-686-2646 
email : namiohio@namiohio.org •website : www.namiohio.org 

NAM! Ohio Mission: To improve the quality of life, ensure dignity and respect/or persons with serious mental illness, and to support their/amities. 


