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National Disability Rights Network testifies on the Murphy bill  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C., (April 3)-- Today the National Disability Rights Network (NDRN), 

along with Nancy Jensen, will submit testimony on a Legislative Hearing on H.R. 3717 The 

Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Act, also known as the Murphy bill.  

 

According to Rep. Tim Murphy’s 18th District of Pennsylvania, website the bill would “fix the 

nation’s broken mental health system by focusing programs and resources on psychiatric care for 

patients and families most in need of services.” However there are a number of provisions in 

H.R. 3717 that would need to be amended in order for the bill to have a positive impact on the 

nation’s mental health system and improve the lives of persons with psychiatric disabilities. 

Without addressing the bill’s issues, this legislation, taken as a whole, would compound the 

problems of our current mental health system, not solve them.  

 

For example, “[the bill] would destroy funding for the Protection and Advocacy for Individuals 

with Mental Health Illness (PAIMI) program and takes away its ability to hold abusers 

accountable and protect the rights of people with mental illness, including the right to treatment,” 

said Nancy who is known as the “girl who cried wolf” at the Kaufman House in Newton, Kansas. 

The Kaufman House was a mental health group home that broke headlines across the nation, in 

2004 after victims were subjected to bizarre and terrible sexual abuse, physical abuse and what 

prosecutors described as “involuntary servitude.”  

 

The PAIMI program helped Nancy and hundreds of other victims finally shut down the Kaufman 

House and provided justice in a broken system. The PAIMI program protects and advocates for 

the rights of people with mental illness and investigates abuse and neglect in facilities that care 

for them.  

 

“If this bill was the law only a few years ago, Arlan and Linda Kaufman would still be in the 

business today of terrorizing, abusing and enslaving people with mental illness. More people 

with mental illness would be suffering in terrible places like the Kaufman house,” said Nancy.  

 

Additionally, H.R. 3717 proposes the elimination of initiatives such as evidence-based, peer-run 

services and family supports, which promote recovery from serious mental illness. These services 

have a proven track record in helping people stay out of the hospital and live successfully in the 

community. Eliminating these programs would lead to increased hospitalization, which is far 

more expensive and has far worse outcomes than these effective, and cost-efficient, community-

based services. 
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# # # 

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) is the nonprofit membership organization for the federally mandated 

Protection and Advocacy (P&A) Systems and the Client Assistance Programs (CAP) for individuals with disabilities. 

Collectively, the Network is the largest provider of legally based advocacy services to people with disabilities in the 

United States. Collectively, the Network is the largest provider of legally based advocacy services to people with 

disabilities in the United States. 

 

 

 

This set of provisions would be a step backwards in mental health treatment. There is much 

evidence that peer-run services have a positive impact on people with psychiatric disabilities, and 

by restricting the ability to expend funds on these important programs, H.R. 3717 would 

ultimately hurt more people than it would help. 

 

Lastly, H.R. 3717 would reduce and reorganize the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA). SAMHSA does great work and funds important initiatives to 

address mental illness, including serious mental illness. While it is always useful to examine 

ways to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of a large agency like SAMHSA, H.R. 3717 

would add another layer of bureaucracy and significantly cut funding that supports these 

initiatives. These changes would only make the mental health system in the United States 

weaker, not stronger.  

 

Although work needs to be done to repair the nations mental health system, taken as a whole, 

H.R. 3717 would cause more harm to the people it purports to serve. We agree that 

improvements need to occur in our nation’s mental health system to serve the people with mental 

health conditions, and would welcome the opportunity to work with the subcommittee to craft 

legislation that will move our nation’s mental health system forward.  

 

If you would like to interview Curt Decker, National Disability Rights Network Executive 

Director or Nancy Jensen please contact: Aquita Brown at 202-567-3522 or press@ndrn.org  
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