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ADDRESSING SEXUAL ASSAULTS IN JUVENILE FACILITIES 
The Need for a Juvenile Justice Protection & Advocacy Program 

 

 
The National Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (PREA), 42 U.S.C. § 15601, et seq., 
was enacted in response to the widespread problem of sexually assaults against 
prisoners, including children and youth confined in correctional facilities.  
 

 Historically thousands of prisoners have been asexually assaulted each year. 

 Youth are at increased risk of sexual victimization, and especially those with mental 
illness and other disabilities. 

 Victims of prison rape suffer severe physical and psychological effects. 

 Prison rape hinders the ability of victims to maintain stable lives, employment and other 
relationships upon release from incarceration. 

 
 

Sexual Violence in Juvenile Corrections 
 

 
Sexual Violence Reported by Juvenile Correctional Authorities: 2005-06, published by 
the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), presents data from a Survey on Sexual 
Violence regarding youth-on-youth as well as staff-on-youth incidents. 
 

 Approximately 1 in 5 of reported allegations of juvenile sexual violence were 
substantiated. 

 Victims received physical injuries in 12% of substantiated incidents of youth-on-youth 
violence; about half received some form of medical follow-up. 

 
Sexual Victimization in Juvenile Facilities Reported by Youth, 2008-09, published by 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics (SPECIAL REPORT: January 2010), resents findings from 
the first National Survey of Youth in Custody (NSYC). 
 

 An estimated 12% of youth in state juvenile facilities and large non-state facilities 
(representing 3,220 youth nationwide) reported experiencing one or more incidents of 
sexual victimization by another youth or facility staff in the past 12 months or since 
admission, if less than 12 months. 

  About 2.6% of youth (700 nationwide) reported an incident involving another youth, 
and 10.3% (2,730) reported an incident involving facility staff. 

 



 
 

 
 

HOW THE PROTECTION & ADVOCACY SYSTEM CAN HELP 
 
Protection and Advocacy agencies can promote accountability, transparency, and 
protection from sexual and physical abuse by: 

 Accepting reports from confined juveniles and third parties about incidents of physical 
and sexual abuse, and other rights violations. 

 Advocating for safe conditions of confinement, and elimination of dangerous conditions 
- including policies and practices that contribute to sexual and physical assaults in 
juvenile justice (JJ) facilities; 

 Investigating sentient incidents when probable cause exists that a juvenile with a 
disability has been abused or neglected while incarcerated. 

 Monitoring conditions of confinement and compliance with state and federal standards, 
including those issued pursuant to the PREA.  

 Providing training and consulting with law enforcement agencies, juvenile courts and 
administrators and staff in JJ facilities. 

 

THE NEED FOR A NATIONAL JJ P&A INITIATIVE  
 
 Nationally, over 70% of children and youth in contact with the juvenile justice system 

have a disability, most notably mental illnesses and substance abuse. 

 Creating a JJ P&A Program taps into the national P&A System -- a well-established, 
federally-mandated network in every state and U.S. territory, with a proven track record 
for more than 30 years.  

 The largest cross-disability  advocacy network in the nation, the P&A System brings 
independence, expertise, experience, and knowledge of evidence-based practices. 

 P&As have unique federally-mandated authority to access JJ facilities, jails and prisons 
in order to monitor and investigate conditions and practices, including violations of the 
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA). 

 All P&As have an interest in and commitment to engage in JJ advocacy but cite lack of 
funding and resources as the primary barrier. Formula grants for P&A JJ advocacy will 
meet this need.  

 

CREATING A JJ P&A PROGRAM DOES NOT: 
 

 Create any new legal rights or entitlements. 
 Expand the authority of the P&A System. 
 Duplicate existing resources. 
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