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P&A Agencies Are Uniquely Suited to Protect  

the Rights of Court-Involved Youth with Disabilities 
 

 The P&A System is the largest cross-disability network of advocates in the United 
States. 
 

 P&As have extensive expertise advocating for and on behalf of youth with disabilities 
(YWD) in other child-serving systems (e.g., child welfare systems, including foster 
care; special education; agencies serving youth with developmental disabilities, mental 
illness, or substance use disorders).  
 

 P&As have a record of success serving individual YWD in these systems  as well as 
reform advocacy. 
 

 P&As have experience using a range of advocacy strategies to protect individuals 
and promote systemic reform; for example:  

 
 outreach and rights training, information and referral, and short-term 

assistance for youth and their families to know and protect their rights, and to 
access benefits and entitlements (e.g, Social Security and Medicaid benefits; 
ADA and Section 504 accommodations; special education services; EPSDT);   

 training, consultation and guidance for defense counsel, probation officers, 
facility discharge-planning staff, service providers, and others; 

 abuse and neglect investigations, with a special focus on restraints, seclusion, 
suicides,  deaths, self-harming, physical and sexual assaults, and other sentient 
incidents;    

 special education advocacy ranging from individual representation in IEP 
meetings and due process proceedings to systemic advocacy in administrative 
hearings and state and federal litigation;  

 promoting capacity building through cross-system collaboration, policy and 
legislative advocacy, and reform litigation;  

 individual and group legal representation (including but not limited to 
individual justice planning, mediation, dispute resolution, and discharge planning) 
in grievance processes, administrative proceedings, and state and federal courts. 
 

 Because most youth in contact with state JJ systems are eligible for P&A services, 
P&As are highly motivated to advocate on behalf of YWD in JJ systems. However, due 
to limited resources, most can do so only by curtailing their advocacy in other systems.  

 



Information about the P&A system 
 

 Collectively P&A agencies are the largest providers of legally-based advocacy 
services to people with disabilities in the United States. P&As are mandated under 
various Federal statutes to provide legal representation and other advocacy services 
to all persons with disabilities. 

 During fiscal year 2005, P&As served over 73,000 persons with disabilities through 
individual case representation and systemic advocacy.   

 P&A advocacy services include, but are not limited to:  
 information and referral (I&R) services,  
 short-term assistance,  
 individual representation in administrative and other legal proceedings,  
 educating policy makers,  
 advocacy for groups, rights education,  
 self-advocacy training,  
 investigating allegations of abuse, neglect and violation of rights, including 

discrimination based on disability, and  
 systemic litigation. 

 P&As devote considerable resources to ensuring full access to inclusive educational 
programs, financial entitlement programs (e.g., Medicaid and Social Security), health 
and mental-health care, accessible housing, and productive employment 
opportunities.  

 P&As pursue legal, administrative, and other appropriate remedies under all 
appropriate federal (e.g., the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, the Fair Housing Act, the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act), state, and local laws. 

 Approximately 98% of P&A cases are resolved voluntarily, without resort to litigation.  
 
 

Existing Federal P&A Grant Programs 
 
The P&A system is governed by eight statutory programs that provide mandates to 
serve particular disability populations, and establish distinct formula grant programs for 
these services.  
 

 The Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights (DD) Act, 
established the P&A system in 1975; as amended in 2000 (Public Law 106-402), it 
is codified at 42 U.S.C. 15001 et seq.  

 The Protection and Advocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness (PAIMI) Act 
of 1986, 42 U.S.C. 10801 et seq., is modeled after the DD Act and extends similar 
protections to persons with mental illness who reside in facilities. Amendments in 
2000 add authorization for P&As to serve persons who live in community settings, 
including their own homes.  

 The Protection and Advocacy of Individual Rights (PAIR) Program (29 U.S.C. 
794e), established in 1978 under the Rehabilitation Act, provides nationwide 
authority to serve persons with disabilities who are not eligible under the PADD 



and PAIMI programs. Persons eligible for PAIR services include those with head or 
spinal cord injury, multiple sclerosis, HIV infection and AIDS, cancer, heart 
disease, mobility impairments, etc.  

 The Protection & Advocacy for Assistive Technology (PAAT) program was 
created by the 1994 amendments to the Assistive Technology Act, 29 U.S.C. § 
2201 et seq. It funds P&As to assist individuals with disabilities, their family 
members and advocates, in accessing assistive technology devices and services 
(e.g., motorized wheelchairs, "talking" computers, and adaptive computer 
software).  

 The Protection & Advocacy for Beneficiaries of Social Security (PABSS) 
program was established by the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement 
Act of 1999, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 1320b-21.  

 A Protection & Advocacy for Individuals with Traumatic Brain Injury (PATBI) 
program was created by Title XIII of the Traumatic Brain Injury Act, as part of the 
Children's Health Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-310), 42 USC 201.  

 The Client Assistance Program (CAP), established as a mandatory formula grant 
program by the 1984 amendments to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 
732, mandates agencies to provide information and assistance to individuals 
seeking or receiving vocational rehabilitation services under the Rehabilitation Act, 
including assistance in pursuing administrative, legal and other remedies to ensure 
the protection of their rights.  

 The Protection & Advocacy for Voting Access (PAVA) program was founded by 
the Help America Vote Act, 42 U.S.C. § 15461 et seq. 

 


