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 In 2000, more than 30 million youth were under juvenile court jurisdiction; 80% of 
involved youth were between the ages of 10 and 15.1  

 A disproportionate number of youth with mental health, substance use, cognitive, 
developmental, learning, and other disabilities come into contact with juvenile justice 
(JJ) systems.  Between 50 and 75% of incarcerated youth have diagnosable mental 
health problems.2  Having a disability is a risk factor for contact with the JJ system.3 

 Some 33.4% of incarcerated youth have an identified special education disability, 
compared to roughly 10% of the general education population.  This includes only 
those who have been identified.4  

 In one study of detainees at a large metropolitan juvenile detention center, among 
detainees who had major mental health impairments and associated functional 
impairments, only 15.4% of those youth received any treatment while in the detention 
center, and only 8.1% received treatment in the community by the time of disposition or 
within 6 months, whichever came first.5  

 Some children and youth in detention facilities have not committed any offense.  For 
example, two thirds of detention facilities have reported holding children, sometimes as 
young as seven, who are waiting for a mental health placement.  A 2004 report to 
Congress documented that about 7% of youth in detention were there for this purpose.6  

 “Delinquent” behaviors may be directly related to an unknown, untreated, or 
inappropriately treated disability.  Identifying disabilities and providing timely access to 
appropriate treatment and services can prevent further and future contact with the JJ 
system.7 

 Youth in the JJ system are “disproportionately minority, impoverished, and poorly 
educated, and many lack social networks—characteristics known to limit the type and 
scope of mental health services provided to youth.”8  

 Juvenile Justice agencies report a lack of expertise, staffing, and training to care 
adequately for emotionally challenged youth.9 
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