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August, 6, 2015 

 
Dear Representative: 

 
In light of the recent heartbreaking video 
http://www.bing.com/videos/searchq=youtube+kentucky+boy+being+restrained&FORM=VIRE10
#view=detail&mid=37C4A89C5ECE8F9FE0D237C4A89C5ECE8F9FE0D2  showing a Kentucky 
deputy  handcuffing an eight year old boy who is 3 ½ feet tall and 52 pounds with Attention 
Deficit Hyper Activity Disorder (ADHD) behind his back on his biceps because his wrists were 

too small for the handcuffs, the National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) urges you to 

cosponsor and support passage of H.R. 927, the Keeping All Students Safe Act.   
 
This appears to not have been the only example of this deputy handcuffing a child with ADHD as 
it was also done to a nine year old girl at the same school.  These examples, and so many 
others like it, illustrate the absolute necessity for Congress to act in a bi-partisan fashion to 
ensure that all of our students are able to learn, grow and flourish safely in our schools.  There is 
no place for mechanical and chemical restraints in the school building and the use of physical 
restraints must be restricted to imminent danger to self or others.  Using inappropriate and illegal 
restraints in our schools as a mean of “punishing” behavior and coercing compliance must be 
considered by Congress, and by the nation as a whole, to be completely unacceptable. When 
our students are subjected to painful and sometimes life threatening and life ending practices in 
our schools it is time for Congress to act and ensure the safety of our students. 
 
NDRN is the national membership association for the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system, 
the nationwide network of congressionally-mandated agencies that advocate on behalf of 
persons with disabilities in every state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. territories 
of American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands, and affiliated 
with the Native American Consortium which includes the Hopi, Navajo and Piute Nations in the 
Four Corners region of the Southwest. For over thirty years, the P&A system has worked to 
protect the human and civil rights of individuals with disabilities of any age and in any setting. 
Following years of reports on the use of restraint and seclusion in schools, NDRN has been at 
the forefront of advocating on the issue of seclusion and restraint since 2009.  For more 
information on the topic and to read NDRN’s reports on seclusion and restraint, please go to: 
http://www.ndrn.org/en/media/publications.html 
 

Now is the time for Congress to take action to protect all children.  Please cosponsor and 

enact the Keeping All Students Safe Act to stop incidents like those in KY from occurring. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker, J.D.  
Executive Director 
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