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February 23, 2015 
 
 
Dear Representative, 
 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) writes to voice our significant concerns regarding 
the impact on students with disabilities of The Student Success Act (H.R. 5) and urge you not to 
support the bill as currently written. 
 
NDRN is the national membership association for the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system, 
the nationwide network of congressionally-mandated agencies that advocate on behalf of 
persons with disabilities in every state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. territories 
of American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands, and affiliated 
with the Native American Consortium which includes the Hopi, Navajo and Piute Nations in the 
Four Corners region of the Southwest. For over thirty years, the P&A system has worked to 
protect the human and civil rights of individuals with disabilities of any age and in any setting. A 
central part of the work of the P&As (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been to advocate 
for opportunities for students with disabilities to receive a quality education with their peers. 
Collectively, the P&A agencies are the largest provider of legally-based advocacy services for 
persons with disabilities in the United States. 
 
While NDRN is pleased that the bill includes several provisions important to students with a 
disability -- such as annual assessments in grades 3-8 and once in high school; disaggregation 
of data by student categories; the 95% student participation rate for all students as well as for 
student subgroups in annual assessments; and the use of universal design for learning 
principles in assessment design.  But, it also creates incentives for schools and districts to 
remove students with disabilities from being taught the general curriculum and being eligible to 
earn a regular high school diploma. The result will be to deprive thousands of young individuals 
from being able to pursue postsecondary education and to get jobs that pay real wages. 

As the membership organization for the largest provider of legally-based advocacy services for 
persons with disabilities in the United States, NDRN urges the House of Representatives to work 
in a bipartisan fashion to craft legislation that continues to provide meaningful access to rigorous 
standards for all students and to fully include students with disabilities in every local school.  Any 
bill to reauthorize ESEA must at least include the following: 

1) Limit the use of Alternate Assessments based on Alternate Achievement Standards to 
1% of all students assessed; 

2) Ensure that parents are involved in the decision that their child will take an alternate 
assessment; 

3) Ensure that students with disabilities, including students that take the alternate 
assessment, have access to the general education curriculum and are kept on track to 
earn a regular high school diploma; 

4) Prohibit the elimination of maintenance of effort provisions. 
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We hope you will give further consideration to the important provisions that we know will help 
ensure that students with disabilities are held to high standards and have excellent teachers in 
settings where they are most likely to succeed.  We know you share our goal to see that every 
student has the opportunity to achieve to high standards and be prepared for post-secondary 
education and careers.  
 
NDRN looks forward to working to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
during this session of Congress. Thank you for considering our views. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe, Policy Analyst at Amanda.lowe@ndrn.org or 
202-408-9514 ext. 101.  
 

Sincerely, 

  
Curt Decker 
Executive Director 


