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October 9, 2015 
 
Dear 
(Personalized version of this letter sent to Secretary Duncan, Deputy Secretary King and Senators Booker, 
Murphy and Warren) 

 
On behalf of the National Disability Rights Network (NDRN), I wish to thank you for your 
participation in the recent roundtable discussion on the importance of accountability in 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).    
 
For over thirty years, the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System has worked to protect 
the human and civil rights of individuals with disabilities of any age and in any setting.  
A central part of the work of the P&As (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been 
to advocate for opportunities for students with disabilities to receive a quality education 
with their peers.  Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) can and should hold much promise for the education of children with disabilities 
(holding them accountable to high standards and ensuring college and career readiness 
upon graduation). 
 
NDRN believes it appropriate and just that, as we consider a reauthorization of ESEA 
on the fiftieth anniversary of the passage of the original bill, accountability and its 
irrefutable impact on all students – including students with disabilities- be at the 
forefront of public discourse.  NDRN thanks the participants for also highlighting the 
importance of resource equity and the absolute necessity of a robust federal role in the 
accountability discussion.  In the view of NDRN, the three topics are inextricably linked 
and serve together to strengthen the system as a whole. 
 
The vitally important impact of a robust and meaningful accountability system for 
students with disabilities is indisputable.  Indeed, as NDRN stated in a piece published 
in the Huffington Post which highlighted the gains made by students with disabilities in 
the accountability system under NCLB, “In 2001, 48% of students with disabilities 
graduated high school with a standard diploma as opposed to 64% who graduated with 
a regular high school diploma in 2012.  Students with disabilities also made significant 
gains in their reading and math scores.  From 2000 to 2013 students with disabilities in 
the fourth grade made a 20 point gain in math and a 17 point gain in reading. Students 
with disabilities in the eighth grade gained 19 points in math from 2000 to 2013 and 7 
points in reading from 1998 to 2013.  High school dropout rates also decreased 
dramatically.  From 2001 to 2012 the dropout rate for students with disabilities 
decreased by more than 20%”.   
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NDRN believes that to allow students with disabilities to languish in an accountability 
system which would not require action when the data indicated there was need would 
not only be irresponsible, it would be in direct contradiction to the original civil rights 
underpinnings of ESEA. 
 
NDRN further thanks the participants for noting the role which a weak accountability 
system, scant resources and a diminished federal role plays in the school to prison 
pipeline.  Recently NDRN released a report on juvenile justice which touched on the 
school to prison pipeline.  To view this report and the accompanying recommendations, 
please go to: http://www.ndrn.org/images/Documents/Issues/Juvenile_Justice/NDRN_-
_Juvenile_Justice_Report.pdf 
 
It is the belief of NDRN that all our students including students with disabilities are the 
nation’s most valuable resource and that every opportunity, safeguard and resource 
should be available to all students.   
 
NDRN applauds your unwavering support of and work for all our nation’s students, 
including students with disabilities.  Thank you for your commitment to a robust 
accountability system which will serve to lift our students up and help them to achieve 
their potential. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe at (202) 408-9514, Ext. 101 or 
Amanda.lowe@ndrn.org for additional resources or with any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker, J.D.  
Executive Director 
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