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April 21, 2015 

Senator Patty Murray 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Ranking Member Murray, 
 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) writes to thank you for your continued support for 
students with disabilities as evidenced by your leadership during the Senate markup of the bi-
partisan Every Child Achieves Act (ECCA).  NDRN greatly appreciates your thoughtful and 
considered actions during the negotiations with Chairman Alexander and the HELP Committee 
markup. 
 
 For over thirty years, the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System has worked to protect the 
human and civil rights of individuals with disabilities of any age and in any setting.  A central part 
of the work of the P&As (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been to advocate for 
opportunities for students with disabilities to receive a quality education with their peers.  
Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) can and should hold 
much promise for the education of children with disabilities (holding them accountable to high 
standards and ensuring college and career readiness upon graduation). 
 
NDRN wishes to specifically thank you for your continued support of the assessment policy for 
students with disabilities that allows only up to 1% of all students – those who have the most 
significant cognitive disabilities – to take an Alternate Assessment based on Alternate Academic 
Achievement Standards (AA-AAS).  We feel that the inclusion of this cap is essential to the 
construction of an appropriate assessment system, which maintains rigorous standards and high 
expectations for all students – including students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
 
Additionally, NDRN would like to thank you for your remarks during markup that no provision 
within ECAA should prioritize one disability over another.  We believe that all children, 
regardless of disability, must be provided with the instruction, services, and resources they need 
to achieve.  To specify one subset of children or one type of disability in ESEA would create a 
precedence that undermines the effort Congress has made; with our support, to better align all 
federal laws and support the academic success of all children, including those with disabilities.  
NDRN firmly stands with you in the belief “nothing about us without us”.    
 
NDRN looks forward to working with you and your staff as ECCA moves to the Senate floor.  
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe, Public Policy 
Analyst at Amanda.lowe@drn.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker 
Executive Director 
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