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July 16, 2015 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) writes to ask you to oppose final 
passage of the Every Child Achieves Act, S. 1177.  Under the current version of ESEA, 
students with disabilities, who make up 13 percent of public school enrollment, have 
been given the opportunity to make academic progress and to be counted for that 
progress alongside their peers. Indeed, since 2002, we have witnessed the powerful 
role policy and best practices can have in shaping the future college and career 
opportunities for America’s six million students with disabilities.  It is imperative that the 
academic gains seen since the 2002 reauthorization are not rolled back or worse, lost.  
Therefore, the National Disability Rights Network cannot support the passage of S. 
1177 in its current form. 
 
NDRN is the national membership association for the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) 
and Client Assistance Program (CAP) System, the nationwide network of 
congressionally-mandated agencies that advocate on behalf of persons with disabilities 
in every state, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. territories of American 
Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands, and affiliated 
with the Native American Consortium which includes the Hopi, Navajo and Piute 
Nations in the Four Corners region of the Southwest. For over thirty years, the 
P&A/CAP System has worked to protect the human and civil rights of individuals with 
disabilities of any age and in any setting. A central part of the work of the P&A/CAP 
System (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been to advocate for opportunities 
for students with disabilities to receive a quality education with their peers. Collectively, 
the P&A/CAP agencies are the largest provider of legally-based advocacy services for 
persons with disabilities in the United States.  
 
NDRN greatly appreciates the bi-partisan work of Chairman Alexander and Ranking 
Member Murray and their staff.  NDRN particularly applauds the inclusion of the 
following important provisions in the final bill: providing meaningful requirements for 
state-set academic standards; full inclusion of students with disabilities as a 
disaggregation category; ensuring the Alternate Assessment is based on Alternate 
Academic Achievement standards; capping the participation in the Alternate 
Assessment at 1 percent; prohibiting development of any other alternate standards; and 
including related language supporting access to a regular high school diploma 
regardless of a student’s assessment. 
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However, NDRN remains concerned that without a true accountability system that both 
identifies schools where students or groups of students fail to meet goals AND requires 
interventions to raise achievement for students not meeting state set goals, the 
important provisions mentioned above are meaningless. Without a robust system in 
place for student accountability, students with disabilities will be in danger of becoming 
invisible within what will be a façade of an accountability system.  Furthermore, NDRN 
has concerns that without adequate federal authority, which has been significantly 
restricted in S. 1177, the law will not be faithfully implemented and that the interests of 
all students, including students with disabilities, will not be ensured and protected. 
 
 
NDRN urges you to vote no on the Every Child Achieves Act, S. 1177. Thank you for 
considering NDRN’s comments to help ensure the next ESEA law creates opportunities 
for all students to succeed. Please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe at (202) 
408-9514, Ext. 101 or Amanda.lowe@ndrn.org with any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker, J.D.  
Executive Director 
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