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April 13, 2015 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Alexander and Ranking Member Murray: 
 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) thanks you for your bi-partisan 
leadership and dedication to reauthorizing the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA).  NDRN writes to you regarding a concern we have about potential 
amendments to the Every Child Achieves Act (ECAA).  In strong bi-partisan fashion you 
have included many provisions in ECAA that are beneficial to all children with 
disabilities.  As the Committee considers the mark-up of ECAA we urge you to reject 
any amendment that provides special treatment or consideration to children with any 
one specific disability.   
NDRN is the national membership association for the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) 
system, the nationwide network of congressionally-mandated agencies that advocate 
on behalf of persons with disabilities in every state, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the U.S. territories of American Samoa, Guam, U.S. Virgin Islands, and the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and affiliated with the Native American Consortium which 
includes the Hopi, Navajo and Piute Nations in the Four Corners region of the 
Southwest. For over thirty years, the P&A system has worked to protect the human and 
civil rights of individuals with any disability of any age and in any setting. A central part 
of the work of the P&As (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been to advocate 
for opportunities for students with disabilities to receive a quality education with their 
peers. Collectively, the P&A agencies are the largest provider of legally-based 
advocacy services for persons with disabilities in the United States. 

The great strength of the American system of education is that, through State and local 
efforts, reinforced by ESEA and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
we as a nation have made a commitment to educate every single one of our children 
and to provide them with the opportunities that a public education affords all children.   
Since the passage of ESEA in 1965 and IDEA in 1975, we have dedicated our 
educational efforts to providing equal access to public education for all children.  We 
believe that all children, regardless of disability, must be provided with the instruction, 
services, and resources they need to achieve.  To specify one subset of children or one 
type of disability in ESEA would create a precedence that undermines the effort 
Congress has made; with our support, to better align all federal laws and support the 
academic success of all children, including those with disabilities, no matter the 
disability.   
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As you consider amendments during the mark-up of ECAA, we urge you, in the bi-
partisan fashion that produced this bill, to reject efforts to create dissonance among and 
between groups of students with disabilities by voting to defeat amendments that call 
for using resources for one group of children with disabilities before the needs of others.  
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe, Public 
Policy Analyst at Amanda.lowe@ndrn.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: 
The U.S. Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
 

 


