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April 23, 2015 

Dear Chairman Alexander, 
 
The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) writes to thank you for your bi-partisan 
leadership during the markup of the Every Child Achieves Act (ECAA).  NDRN 
understands that moving this bill through the Senate in a bi-partisan fashion is a 
delicate and complicated process and we appreciate your steadfastness in this effort. 
 
For over thirty years, the Protection and Advocacy (P&A) System has worked to protect 
the human and civil rights of individuals with disabilities of any age and in any setting.  
A central part of the work of the P&As (over 10,000 individual cases in 2013) has been 
to advocate for opportunities for students with disabilities to receive a quality education 
with their peers.  Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA) can and should hold much promise for the education of children with disabilities 
(holding them accountable to high standards and ensuring college and career readiness 
upon graduation). 
 
As we move towards reauthorization, it is vital that we remember and protect the legacy 
of ESEA as both an education law as well as a civil rights law – one that improves 
educational opportunities for all students and shines a bright light on disparities. 
 
NDRN believes that with the reauthorization of the ESEA it is imperative that students 
with disabilities continue to be given the same educational opportunities as their general 
education peers. Indeed, since the enactment of No Child Left behind (NCLB) students 
with disabilities have demonstrated many educational gains, including: 
 

 scores on the National Assessment of Educational Progress have risen;  

 high school graduation rates have increased;  

 dropout rates have decreased; 

 more students with disabilities have had access to the general education 
curriculum and are transitioning to post-secondary education and employment.  
 

 
To continue those gains, NDRN believes that it is vital that the responsible assessment 
policy for students with disabilities that only allows up to 1% of all students – those who 
have the most significant cognitive disabilities – to take an Alternate Assessment based 
on Alternate Achievement Standards (AA-AAS) remain in the ECAA.  
 
Additionally, NDRN strongly advocates that disability specific provisions are not 
appropriate in a reauthorized ESEA. To specify in ECAA one distinct category of 
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disability -- when there are 13 in federal IDEA law -- would create a precedent that 
undermines the effort Congress has made; with our support, to ensure ESEA supports 
the academic success of all children, including those with disabilities.   
 
Again, NDRN thanks you for your leadership and looks forward to working with you and 
your office as the ECAA moves to the Senate floor.  Should you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact Amanda Lowe, Public Policy Analyst at 
Amanda.lowe@drn.org. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Curt Decker 
Executive Director 
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