
 

      
      

   
  

  
        

  

    
  

      
   

 
 

   

    
    

      

    
    

   
   

    
    

   
 

    
       

    
     

  
     

 

    
   

   

October 29, 2014 

The Honorable Jack Kingston The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Chairman Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education Human Services, and Education 
2358 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Kingston and Ranking Member DeLauro: 

On behalf of the national Association of Assistive Technology Act Programs (ATAP) and the National 
Disability Rights Network (NDRN), we are writing to ask you to support the inclusion of $38 
million in final FY 2015 Labor Health and Human Services (LHHS) Appropriations bill for the 
Assistive Technology (AT) Act. The AT Act programs provide critical funding for programs that 
assure people with disabilities can access and acquire the assistive technology services they need to 
live, work, and attend school in their communities.  Fully funding the AT Act at $38 million would allow 
the programs to provide the full breadth of services required by the law. 

From the Elementary and Secondary Act to the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act, assistive 
technology is linked to every piece of social legislation passed by Congress in the last two 
decades. The State Grants for Assistive Technology, Protection and Advocacy for Assistive 
Technology, National Technical Assistance grants and the National Internet Site, ensure that 
individuals with disabilities receive the assistive technology they need to participate in rigorous 
standards-based education and income-generating employment. This includes young people who 
want to attend college or work in the community; individuals with disabilities and elderly citizens who 
want to stay in their own homes rather than moving to nursing home care; and veterans returning 
from wars abroad with injuries and needs they never anticipated. For many, these technologies are 
the difference between dependence and independence, lives in the community or lives in institutions. 

We greatly appreciate that the Senate Labor, Health and Human Services’ FY 2015 
appropriations bill included $38 million for the AT Act programs and we hope the final 
outcome for the FY 2015 budget solidifies this greatly needed increase. The AT Act puts 
assistive technology in the hands of citizens whose lives and livelihood depend on it. The $38 million 
we are requesting for FY 2015 will be well spent and will generate matching investments from states 
and from the private sector. If you need further information about the AT Act and the programs and 
services it supports please contact Audrey Busch at Audrey.busch@ataporg.org or Curt Decker at 
curt.decker@ndrn.org. Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Sincerely, 

Audrey Busch Curt Decker 
Director of Advocacy and Policy Executive Director 
ATAP NDRN 
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